The GROWING Revolution: 

    Reclaiming control of the food we eat.
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Documentary Film Proposal – Summary
Background
In an era of climate change, peak oil and corporate control of the world’s food resources, Canadians are increasingly aware of the many threats to their own food security and they are hungry for alternatives. Rural and urban communities alike are exploring new strategies for reclaiming control over local food systems.  From initiatives in support of small farmers, to the creation of land trusts and cooperative ventures, to countless urban agriculture and permaculture projects, there is much fertile ground for change. 

Canadians can draw inspiration from the people of Cuba who have undertaken a massive transformation of their own agricultural system in the past two decades. Faced with serious food shortages following the collapse of the Eastern block and the end of food, fossil fuel and agro-chemical in-puts, the Cubans underwent what many analysts refer to as “the world’s first post-fossil fuel local food revolution.”  Focusing on the promotion of organic practices, the conversion of huge state farms into smaller cooperatives, and the development of a countrywide program of urban agriculture, Cuba has created a model that the rest of the world can learn from. 

The Project
THE GROWING REVOLUTION: RECLAIMING CONTROL OF THE FOOD WE EAT will document the shared quest for food security undertaken by Canadians and Cubans alike.  The film will draw out the stories and the voices of individual and community efforts towards local food production in Cuba and in Canada (Powell River area) and will highlight the valuable lessons we can learn from each other and the importance of international solidarity in the quest for a sustainable future.  While confronting serious issues, the film treatment will be visually rich, sensual, and fun; inspiring a strong sense of the possibilities communities can undertake to reclaim control of the food they eat. 
[image: image2.jpg]


[image: image3.jpg]


[image: image4.jpg]



The Team
Award winning filmmaker Jeremy Williams (www.jeremywilliams.ca) and Ron Berezan, The Urban Farmer (www.theurbanfarmer.ca) are co-producers of this project. Jeremy Williams, film director, has produced over 50 short documentary films on a range of social and environmental issues which has been broadcast on CNN, CBC, Vision TV, and at numerous film festivals. Ron Berezan is a permaculture teacher and practioner and a promoter of urban agriculture throughout Canada.  He has taken several groups to Cuba to witness firsthand the on-going eco-agricultural revolution in that country.  Joining Ron and Jeremy in this venture is Doug Brown, a Powell River resident intensively farming one acre of land in the city. Doug will provide the narrative continuity between the filming in Cuba and in Canada. 
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Phase I
The initial phase of this project will take place in Cuba from February 21 to March 7, 2011. Jeremy and Doug will join Ron on a two week tour in Cuba bringing a group of 20 Canadian farmers, gardeners, permaculture practioners and food security advocates face to face with Cubans on the cutting edge of the island’s on-going agro-ecological revolution. Jeremy’s footage will feature visits to farms, co-ops, urban agriculture projects and research centres in which Cubans share their passion and their vision with the Canadian visitors. The footage will also document the learning and reflective process undertaken by the Canadians as they journey through Cuba.

“The Pitch”
We have developed a very modest budget to cover the costs of filming both in Cuba and in Powell River.  The total projected cost of Phase I is $6500.00 (includes travel to Cuba, filming in Cuba and all associated material and human costs). 
We would like to invite you to make a monetary contribution towards this exciting project.
All contributors will be recognized in the credits of the film and will be kept up to date as the film progresses. Upon completion of Phase I in Cuba, a short “trailer” will be created as a fundraising tool to raise sufficient funds for the filming in the Powell River area and the editing of the finished product. Donations should be made out to The Urban Farmer and sent to 6370 Oak Street, Powell River BC V8A 4L9. Receipts will be provided for all contributions.
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For more information, please contact: 
Jeremy Williams, 604 487 0717
 jeremywilliams@yahoo.ca,  www.jeremywilliams.ca
Ron Berezan, 604 483 9811 / 780 221 4800 
theurbanfarmer@shaw.ca, www.theurbanfarmer.ca

6370 Oak Street, Powell River, BC V8A 4L9
